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Tke House being in Commitlee of the Whole, 
and the motion to refer the Annual Message of 
Ik President to the several committees, under 
discussion, 
Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said: 
Mr. Chairman : 

I have risen with no intention to participate in 
this discussion of the tariff. I absttun from it for 
the reason that it has been discussed for more 
than thirty yei^t"?- by the ablest men in the na- 
and no iP^V^.V^vhorj or thoughts are likeij 
to be elicited t" '-W time. I abstain from it 
for the reason - If there is now no party 
which avows the ^ votective policy. I also ab- 
Btain from its di cjussion for the reason that 
the ablest advoca^iis of protection have, since 
the late Presidential election, declared that 
policy to be dead — that it now sleeps with its 
grmi advocate, Henry Clay. 

Why, sir, during the recent campaigo, a 
I Whig missionary, formerly a member of this 
body, was sent from New York city to Ohio, to 
I inform us that unless the tariff were increased, 
the country would 'oe ruined ; and here, sir, on 
the second day of ^i:ie session, his Whig succes- 
sor, elected with e aid of his vote and in- 
fluence, moved a ' 'ution to reduce the tariff. 
Now, it is quite ^ nt that whether it be in- 
creased or din^ id, the Whigs of New York 
are to enjoy tlie victory, for they are on both 
sides of the question. But I think there is an 
intention, on the part of the majority of the 
House, to do neither, and thereby disappoint 
ijoth factions of the New York Whigs, 
[Laughter.] 

Its discussion at this time, is unseasonable 
i^nd out of place. The short session virill not 
afford sufficient opportunity to mature a read- 
|ustinent of the duties on imports; and^ sir, we 
j^re all conscious that the responsibility rests 



upon the majority of this body, who arc evident- 
ly disinclmed to enter upon it at present. Our 
country was never more prosperous ; and never 
did the people feel less desirous of a change of 
tariff than at tliis time. That indifference was 
very apparent during the late political cam- 
paign. If our most popular bj^^eakers attempt- 
ed to discuss this subject, their meetings would 
" grow small by degrees, and beautifully less." 
So, too, during the three days this body has 
been occupied by it. Members would not listen 
to the eloquent speeches presented by their 
colleagues; and most of that time, our hall has 
been nearly deserted. 

The discussion has become "flat, stale, and 
unprofitable." And whatever my feelings may 
be, I cannot disguise the fact, that the popular 
tendency in England, throughout Europe, and 
in this country, is toward free trade. Esperi- 
ence is the only test which can be applied to 
these theories. The truth of this remark is ex- 
emplified in the operation of the present tariff. 
At the time of its adoption, we were told that 
it would not produce revenue sufficient to carry 
on the Government. Yet although our expend- 
itures were nearly doubled by the Mexican 
war, we have now more revenue than sufficient 
to meet all demands upon our Treasury. These 
facts should teach us to be less tenacious of 
our theories, and more willing to be guided by 
experience. 

We are ail conscious that but one great in 
terest in these United States is now protected 
by a prohibitory tariff that is, the slave-breed- 
ing interest of Virginia and the other Northern 
slave States. We protect the slave-grower by 
visiting the penalty of death upon those who 
import slaves to the injury of our own citizens, 
who rear boys and girls for the market. These 
facts stand prominent upon the history of our 
times. We have secured to the slave -dealers 
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or thitt mibion ii monopoly of the crime of buy- 
ing and Holling hiinian llesh. 

Now, sir, with all kindncHs, I will say to those 
advocates tor protection to Northern labor, that 
while they make merchandiHe of the Southern 
laborer, of his wife and children, it will bo in 
vain for them to profess humane sympathy for 
the free and independent laborers of the North. 
While you profess an anxious solicitude for the 
pecuniary interest of the laborer in the cotton 
mill, and at the same time make merchandise 
of the bono and sinews, the blood and muscle 
of him who cultivates the raw material, the 
people will pronounce ;^ou hypocrites. 

1 this morn in read in one of our papers an 
account of a slave mother, having four children 
whom she tenderly loved. Her soul yearned 
for their happiness. But her master contracted 
to deliver them to a slavo-dealer. She vainly ; 
implored him to desist from his purpose. Ho j 
persisted ; and as she saw her offspring about 
to bo torn from her embrace, she felt unable to j 
meet such separation, and, in order to save her j 
loved ones from the suffering and degradation 
to which your laws consigned them, she mer- 
cifully deprived thefti of life, A few days af- 
terwards, she was herself consigned to the 
gallows, for this manifestation of her affection, 
and the whole family of five persons were 
placed beyond the further cruelty of your 
laws. 

Now, sir, while we continue in force laws 
which inflict such suffering upon one portion 
of our fellow-mortals, and at the same time 
profess an anxiety for the pecuniary interest 
of another portion, w'U not all candid men 
charge us with hypocrisy and falsehood ? 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Tennessee, said, if he un- 
derstood the gentleman from Ohio, he was in 
favor of removing the protection to slave labor 
l)y rcpeding the law which prohibits the im- 
portation of slaves. 

Mr. GIDmNGS. The gentleman is mista- 
ken ; it was the protection of the slave-grower 
to which I refeirred. It is the law of Congress, 
which authorizes the domestic slave trade, that 
I condemn. That traffic is far more barbarous 
than the foreign slave trade, which we very 
properly characterize as piracy., and punish 
with death. Dealing in human flesh is, in a 
moral point of view, a naked, undisguised 
piracy ; it is so regarded by all reflecting men; 
and those who traffic in human flesh, either 
here, in Africa, or elsewhere, and all who ad- 
vise, aid, counsel, or encourage such traffic, are 
guilty, and deserve death upon the gallows. 
The manner in which we aid and encourage 
this crime is immaterial. !f we lend that en- 
couragement by passing laws to protect the 
alave-dealcr, or by lending our influence to 
retain such laws in force, wo are as guilty as 
he who actually buys and sells the victims of 
thiy traffic, and wo, pir, dcpcrvo death ;u) much 
as he does I would not hana; 
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eailor who goes to Africa and purcluiHcs men 
and women there, and wpare the moni))cr of 
Congress who exerts his influence to continue 
the same crimes here. Had I the power to 
punish these crimes, 1 would inllict the Hnnio 
penalty upon every man who deals in huniuii 
flesh, or who authorizes or encourages such 
traffic. 

I observed that the honorable gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. Jones] took occaBion, 
while discussing the tariff, to say that the 
Democracy of his State were in favor of the 
Fugitive Law ; but it is somewhat remarkable 
that the ^^rosident, in hia message, makoa no 
mention of that law. It is said, that durinii; 
the last three months more fugitives have found 
their way to Canada than ever previously em- 
igrated to that province in the same space of 
time. They went singly, in pairs, in com- 
panies of five, of ten ; and sometimes twenty 
or more travelled togethi Scarcely a slave- 
catcher interposed to prevent this tide of em- 
igration; and those who made attempts to 
stop them were unsuccessful. The emigrantd 
were armed and ready for the combat. They 
laughed at your Fugitive Law, and ridicuIeJ 
those who enacted and who advocate its con- 
tinuance. As the President is about to retire 
from office, he witnesses the contempt into 
which this, his favorite measure, has fallcD, yet 
ho fails in his last annual message to notice 
these facts, nor does he make even an effort to 
modify the popular odium which has pro- 
nounced those Compromise measures infamm 
Ho sees the country rapidly separating into 
two parties — the supporters of slavery and the 
advocates of liberty. He must be conscious 
that these parties will soon swallow np all 
other organizations. The free Democracy and 
the slave Democracy will soon characteriao our 
political distinctions, and the Democratic prin- 
ciple of man's national right to liberty will be 
vindicated and sustained; yet he remains silent 
on the subject. 

And here I wish to say to the friends of lili- 
erty, that our cause is advancmg rapidly, aud 
with firmer and surer pac(^ than at any former 
period. The old political/ organizations have 
lost their moral power. The election of the 
great VVestern statesman, Tiiomas H. Bentoii. 
in opposition to both the Whig and Democratic 
parties, shows the tendency of men to thini 
and vote agreeably to the dictates of their ow 
judgment, and not according to caucus dicta^ 
tion, or party rule. He, sir, was unconnectft 
with all parties. Ho was the exponent of nii 
own views ; the people approved his scntimcDti; 
and, setting party dictation at defiance, m 
elected him. Nor was the election of the d'^ 
tinguished pjiilanthropist from New iors 
Gerrit Smith, less a triumph of indepcndc^ 
political thouglit and action. These dit^tir.' 
iniished ii;entle]uf-u wtvie (jonuected with 



I political pavliKiH, out oaoli waa olcctod upon 
\ liirt own iiievitH. 

I havo not timo to Hpoiik of the oloction to 
this body of tlio Free Domooratio mombors, and 
1 of Whig and Donioor!>,tlo mombors olo(3tod by 
aid of tho Free Domooraey; nor avo thoso 
olcctioHH, triumphant aw thoy are, ovon an in- 
I dicixtion of tho oxtont of our proj];roa9. Our 
I pi-inoiplos aro choriahod by hundreds of thou- 
I fiimdii of tho other })artiG9, who have hoyGtoforo 
I boon unublo to soparato thcm.solvoH Ixom thoir 

il long-ehorished political organizations, but who 
I now my thoy havo acted with tlicni for tho 
last time. 
Again, sir, wo havo onlistod tho literati of 
our country on tho side of truth, liberty, arid 
justice. To my fair countrywomen I would 
Wy. that a lady, with hor pen, has done more 
for tho cause of freedom, during tho last year, 
than any savant, Btatesman, or politician of 
our land. That inimitable work, ''Uncle Tom's 
I Cabin," is now carrying truth to tho minds of 
1 millions, who, to this timo, have been deaf to 
i the cries of the down-trodden. It is arousing 
I tho sensibilities of this country and of Europe. 
I It goes where no other Anti-Slavery work ever 
I found its way, and quietly carries conviction 
I to the hearts of its readers. It has been dram- 
I atized, and both in this country and in Europe 
the play-going public listen with intense inter- 
est to the wrongs, the revolting crimes, of sla- 
very. Thus, the theatre, that " school of vice," 
has been subsidized to the promulgation of truth, 
and the hearts of thousands have been reach- 
ed, who were approachable in no other way. 

The clergy of the North are awakening to 
duty, to tho calls of humanity. No longer are 
we called to listen to "lower law" sermons, 
nor are the feelings of our Christian communi- 
ties shocked by reading discourses from Doc- 
tors of Divinity, intended to sanctify and en- 
courage tho most transcendent crimes which 
ever disgraced mankind. Churches and eccle- 
siastical bodies are beginning to move in be- 
I half of truth, of Christian principles. They 
! are purifying themselves from those who deal 
in God's image ; they are withdrawing church 
fellowship from those pirates who deserve the 
gallows and halter, rather than a seat at tjie 
communion table of Christian clnirches. 
I have glanced at these facta in answer to 
I those who have spoken before me, and for tho 
j encouragement of our friends, in order to as- 
I sure them, that while Whigs and Democrats in 
this Hall are discussing the propriety of pro- 
tecting '-cotton cloth'^ and "cut nails,'' the ad- 
vocates of freedom have not forgotten the duty 
of protecting the rights of our common human- 
ity. 

But, Mr. Chairman, my principal object, in 
rising, was to call tho attention of this body 
and of the country, to the first in the series of 
resolutions presented by the honorable Chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, 



Mr. lIou.sTON.) It roforM to our " foreign ro- 
ations." Tho position wo hold towards tho 
(Jovcrnmcnts of Spain, Groat Britain, and 
Franco, is unusually important at tluH timo. 
Tho recent publication of tho corrcspondonco 
between our Exocutivo and tho Spanish Minis- 
try haa excited a deep and pervading intorost 
throughout tho country. 

And, sir, I here take pleasure in vindicating 
tho President against tho assaults made upon 
him by some presses of the South, for publish- 
ing this correspondence. With its publication 
he liad no concern whatever. Wc, sir, by res- 
olution, called for the correspondence. As tho 
Representatives of the sovereign people, we had 
a right to it. Ho had no right to withhold it. 
As ho was bound by his oath and by the Con- 
stitution, he sent it to us. We ordered it print- 
ed. Tho people had a right to seo and under- 
stand what their servants wore doing on this 
as well as on all other subjects. 

This oorrespondenco is highly important. It 
shows to the country and to the civilized world, 
that for thirty years the Executive has exerted 
our national inflence to maintain slavery iu 
Cuba, in order that the institution may be 
rendered more secure in the United States. 
This policy stands out in bold relief; it per- 
vades the whole correspondence, and was also 
incorporated into the instructions of our Com- 
missioners to the Congress of Panama, although 
those instructions are not embraced in the 
communication now before us. 

Both Whig and Democratic Administra- 
tions have adopted this policy ; and although I 
have but little time to read extracts from this 
correspondence, I will give one from thg letter 
of Mr. Webster, Secretary of State, marked 
" Private and Confidential^'' to our Consul at 
Havana, dated January 14, 1843, in which the 
author refers to reported intentions of British 
Abolitionists and the British Ministry to aid 
in the abolition of slavery, and in the establish- 
ment of an independent Government in Cuba ; 
he says : " If this scheme should succeed, the 
influence of Britain in this quarter, it is re- 
marked, will be unlimited. With sis hundred 
thousands blacks in Cuba, and eight hundred 
thousand in her West India Islands, she will (it 
is said) strike a blow at the existence of slavery 
in the United States." These, sir, are the w^ords 
of a man who opposed all expression, by this 
Government, of sympathy with oppressed Hun- 
gary ; who was so strongly opposed to all in- 
tervention with the affairs of other Govern- 
ments in favor of liberty. 

We, sir, hold our own institutions by the 
right of revolution, which ho so severely con- 
demned. He appears to have been shocked at 
the idea that liberty should be enjoyed in Cuba, 
and avowed himself willing to prostitute tho 
naval and military power of tho United States 
to uphold a system of oppression in that Island, 
whi3h consigns to premature graves one tenth 
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pavfc of itB whole slave population annually--a 
eystflm by which eighty thousand human vic- 
tims aro Biud to bo Hacrificed evory^ yoar to 
Spanish barbarity and Spanish cupidity. Sir, 
at this moment the Senate are engaged in eulo- 
gizing the atatesman who has himself erected 
this monument to perpetuate hia own disgrace. 
Tiiey, sir, are endeavoring to falsify the truth 
of history ; to cover up those stains upon his 
character which no time can erase, and no ef- 
fort of friends can purify. They can never 
separate his memory from the great errors of 
his life. Sir, it is right and proper that the 
evil deeds of public men should be remember- 
ed, that posterity may avoid their crimes, and 
duly estimate their moral and political worth. 
Yet, sir, we were told during the recent can- 
vass, that unless we voted for the Whig candi- 
date, if we permitted the Democratic candidate 
to be elected, Cuba would be annexed and sla- 
very extended and strengthened in the United 
States. Plausibility was ^iven to this argu- 
ment by a certain distinguished Senator from 
the West, who travelled somewhat extensively, 
making speeches in favor of Cuban annexation 
and fillibustering expeditions to that Island. I 
desire to say, very distinctly, that in my opinion, 
that gentleman " ran before he wassenV He ap- 
peared anxious to obtain Southern ftivor, by 
making himself the advocate of what he deem- 
ed Southern measures. I think if he had 
waited a few months, and consulted the sober 
reflecting statesmen of the South, they would 
have told him to remain quiet. But he hast- 
ened to acquire Southern favor, and, like some 
who have gone before him, he will find hereaf- 
ter that he has run his bark upon the same 
rock on which so many Northern statesmen 
have made shipwreck of their political hopes. 
Other Democratic candidates of the North 
have pursued the same policy, and some Whigs 
have striven to keep pace in this race of Esrvil- 
ity. Among other-^, I notice a Whig paper in 
New York, of somewhat extensive circulation, 
avowing the policy of annexing Cuba. Others 
have taunted the Free Democracy with having 
lent our influence to that policy, by refusing to 
vote for the Whig candidate. 

Now, sir, I would say to them, that the Free 
Democracy is not altogether composed of boys 
and unfledged politicians ; nor is it guided by 
men aestitute of experience and forethought. 
We, sir, look not to the other parties for gui- 
dance ; we do our own thinking and our own 
voting. We have our own views upon this 
question as well as on all others. 

Gentlemen of the Democratic party, who- 
have spoken here, have alluded directly to this 
policy, but have carefully withheld all expres- 
sion of their own views, or the views of their 
party, in reference to it. I had hoped to hear 
from gentlemen the designs of the incoming 
President., At least I hoped to hear what they 
themselves think of this policy, Are they, in- 



dividually, in favor of it or against it ? No ono 
has presumed to avow his own thoughts. Now, 
I would say to those members, you wore sent 
here to represent the people. Franklin Pierce 
was elected to carry out and execute the laws 
which wo enact— not to represent the voice of 
the people in enacting, laws. God has given 
to you the powers oli thought and reflection. 
He has given to you judgment and conscience. 
It is your duty to exorcise those judgments and 
obey your own consciences — not to wait for 
General Pierce to tell you how to act and what 
to do, nor to obtain instructions on these sub- 
jects from the incoming President, or .from the 
members of his Cabinet. If you do this, you 
are not representatives of the people, but of Gen- 
eral Pierce, who will take care to represent 
himself If you do this, you will not deserve 
the name of freemen. No, gentlemen, you and 
I were commissioned to avow the popular will 
of the nation ; and God forbid that we should 
wait to receive instructions from any other hu- 
man bemg. 

But, as I have remarked, no Democrat has 
as yet intimated the policy of the incoming 
Administration in regard to Cuba ; and as the 
country is desirous of understanding what that 
policy will be, I will volunteer to speak for the 
President elect. [Laughter.] As my colleague 
in the Senate yesterday remarked, " I am a 
Democrat, by the grace of God, free and inde- 
pendent y " and as I have no doubt as to the 
policy of General Pierce, I will give my opin- 
ion as to his course on this subject. If he be 
the man — the statesman — that I take him to 
be, he will neither say nor do anything about 
it. He will leave it in silence. He will not 
follow the example of one of his predecessors, 
who, in his inaugural address, declared our 
title to the whole of Oregon to be clear and un- 
questionable, and when the British lion began 
to growl and show his teeth, our President 
backed out of his position, and surrendered one- ■ 
half to British rule. No ; General Pierce will \ 
not be likely to follow such an example. He 
will look thoroughly into this subject before he 
commits himself in regard to it. 

It is certain that former Administrations 
and a portion of the people of the United - 
States have long coveted Cuba, and would 
gladly now wrest it from the control of Spain, 
if they could do so with safety. The objects 
for which they would do it, I have already ad- 
verted to. But an omniscient, all- wise Provi- 
dence has thrown around the consummation of 
that great national crime such difficulties, and 
embarrassments, and positive dangers, that, in 
my opinion, it will never be perpetrated. 

The firsc, and only mode, in which we can 
hope to obtain Cuba, is by peaceful, quiet pur- 
chase. Suppose the Spanish Crown should con- 
sent to take $100,000,000, as proposed by Mr. 
Buchanan, for the transfer of Cuba to this Gov- 
ernment, and our President .should stipulate to 



ay it ; I would yot say to the Spanish Cortoa, 
ud to British and to Frenoh statoamon, that 
ot one dollar of that amount can go to the 
ossession of Spain until this House shall make 
ho appropriation. I wish them to understand 
hat the people here are the source of all polit- 
cal power, and their Representatives control 
he Treasury of the country. 

Now, sir, what benefit will the people of Ohio, 
r of any free State, receive by the annexation 
f Cuba, for which they are to be taxed to such 

largo amount ? The first efieot would be to 
ring to this Hall eleven Spanish members, to 
nact laws to govern our people. Those Span- 
ardswill be ignorant or our language, bred' 
nd educated under Spanish despotism, unac- 
uainted with our institutions ; men who never 
xercised the right of suflfrage, and who have 

0 just views of Free Governments. I do not 
hink the influence of such men in this Hall 
vould be worth $100,000,000. But the Span- 
shpoulation of Cuba would not only bo brought 
nto fill political association with our people, 
)at they would come into the Union with great- 
!r advantages, influence, and power, over our 
ights and interests, than we ourselves possess. 
Their influence under our Constitution will be 
3roportioned to • the number of their slaves, 
lounting five of those newly-imported Cuban 
jegroes, fresh from the African coast, equal in 
noral and political influence to three of our 
^ee citizens of the North ; so that the holder 
If five of those slaves will wield the same in- 
iuence in the Federal Government which four 
if our Northern men exercise. Now, let those 
Ptepresentatives who really think their con- 
Itituenta to be worthy of only one-fourth part 
)f the moral and political influence to which 
[hose Cuban slaveholders are entitled, vote to 
I'lvethe $100,000,000 to degrade their constJt- 
pts and posterity to the level of those Cuban 
Slaves. Sir, I deny the right and the consti- 
|utional pow^ of this Government thus to de- 
gsade and disgrace the freemen of Ohio. Will 
py Democratic colleagues, or my Whig col- 
pgues, take issue Tvith me on this point ? Will 
Ijther of those parties inscribe Cuban annexa- 
|on upon their banner at the next election ? 

1 et, air, until the people consent thus to dis- 
gvace themselves and their children in coming 
|iine, this insult to our dignity cannot be con- 
|uiamated. Will not such a proposition stir 
|P agitation ? But, sir, we have merely com- 
piencod upon the difficulties which surround 
|nd embarrass the purchase of Cuba. The 
^ight hundred thousand slaves of Cuba were 
mostly born in Africa, and imported to that 
sland. They are desperate, and have httle 
tegard for human life. For many years past 
l^e military force required to hold them in sub- 
jection has been estimated at twenty thousand 
fnen, or twice the military force now main- 
|ained by this Government. The annual cost 
p maintaining such an array in that island 



would not probably fall short of $20,000,000; 
and the expense of civil government, including 
light-houses, local legislation, pay of members 
of Congress, &c., would not bo less than 
$3,000,000; while the revenue, under our 
laws being assessed only upon imports, would 
not exceed $2,500,000. Thus there would bo 
a net annual expenditure of more than twenty 
millions of dollars over the revenues of tho 
island to hold their slaves in subjection. That 
amount would bo drawn mostly from our labor- 
ing men of the free States. And now I affk, in 
all kindnesf;, how long do you believe the labor- 
ing people of Ohio would consent to pay troops 
at that rate to stand sentinel over the slave 
drivers of Cuba, while they lash these degraded 
minions into submission ? •? 

But a standing army of twenty thousand 
men will not be sufficient to maintain this sys- 
tem of oppression. That island now imports 
some thirty thousand African slaves annually. 
They are ignorant and stupid ; they have no 
common language, and are incapable of any 
concerted movement for freedom. By annex- 
ing Cuba to the United States, this foreign 
slave trade will be cut off, and the supply of 
victims will then be drawn from our slave- 
trading States. This, sir, is the great object 
for which annexation is sought. It will en- 
hance the price of human chattels in our North- 
ern slave States. But here, again, God has 
thrown around this gigantic crime, dangers 
which cannot be avoided. These slaves will 
be more enlightened ; they will speak the Eng- 
lish language, which is spoken in all the Brit- 
ish Islands. They will have some knowledge 
of their rights, and of the means of obtaining 
them. Nor will they want for leaders to guide 
them in the work of achieving their liberty. 
Tho whole eight hundred thousand free color- 
ed people in the neighboring islands will sym- 
pathize with them. Some Douglass, some Re- 
mond, some Ward, or other hero, will be found 
to plan and conduct insurrections, some Touis- 
sant to lead them in battle. Your troops will 
find active employment. Fire and sword will 
be called into service; devastation, rapine, aad 
slaughter, will be carried by the infuriated 
slaves over the plantations and villages. Two 
hundred thousand colored men, rendered des- 
perate by barbarous oppression, will constitute 
no mean force, when fighting for life and lib- 
erty. In that struggle, Mr. Jefferson has as- 
sured us the Almighty possesses no attribute 
which will permit him to take sides with the 
oppressors. No, sir, our consciences and our 
sympathies must be with the oppressed. 0\yi- 
prayers will be that justice shall take place; 
and if the oppressors be laid low in death, we 
shall view it with Christian submi.ssion. Then, 
sir, this Government will possess the constitu- 
tional power to conclude a peace by the total 
abolition of this accursed system of oppression. 
And do you think that Congress will long con- 



tinuo Buoli a war '!■ Will tlioy Blioot down tlioao 
who thus Htriko for liberty ? Or will they not 
rather consont to return to them their God- 
givon rights? 

And, sir, I would say to our Southern friends, 
that when this spirit of liberty shall onoo bo 
aroused among the blacks of Cuba, they will 
bo very likely to bring the war into Florida, 
Alabama, and other Southern States. Mr. 
Chairman, annex Cuba now, v?itli its present 
alavo population, and you and I may live to see 
our slave States devastated by a servile war. 
Indeed, I am surprised that the colored popu- 
lation there have remained supinely inactive 
so long. Those States are at this time sup- 
pressed volcanoes, ready to burst forth when- 
ever the elements shall become agitated. The 
annexation of Cuba will rock this Union to its 
centre, and the hidden flames will find vent, 
and the fire will extend until slavery bo con- 
sumed. When that day of retributive justice 
shall overtake our Southern friends, we, sir, 
will interpose, not by shooting down the vic- 
tims of oppressionj by murdering those who 
have been oppressed, wronged, and outraged, 
but by making peace with them upon terms of 
justice, and admitting them to the enjoyment 
of their liberty. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I have spoken only of 
the peaceful purchase of Cuba, and its conse- 
quences. It is the only mode in which we can 
obtain it. We can get it in no other mode. 
Slavery sits like an incubus upon our nation, 
paralyzing all our energies, and rendering a 
war with any powerful nation impolitic and 
dangerous. We cannot go to war for the con- 
quest of Cuba. And, sir, from what we learn 
by the correspondence before us, as well as 
from other sources, Spain will not be likely to 
sell it to us. She has taken her position on this 
point, and has long maintained it. She will 
continue to maintain it. The old Castilian de- 
termination of purpose will guide her councils 
in future. I am, therefore, very clearly of opin- 
ion that we shall not have Cuba, so long as the 
friends of liberty continue to call public atten- 
tion to the wrongs and crimes of slavery. 

The policy of the Spanish Government to set 
the slaves of Cuba free, in case of formidable 
invasion, forbids all hope of obtaining it by con- 
({uest. It is now well known that, nrior to the 
Lopez expedition, the Governor General had 
express orders, if he found it necessary to de- 
fend the island, to abolish slavery and put 
arms into the hands of the emancipated slaves. 
Now, sir. our filUbustering politicians will have 
no object in obtaining Cuba, unless they can 
thereby obtain it with slavery. They fight for 
oppression, not for freedom. With these facts 
Ijetbro the country, we shall ha-ve no more filU- 
bustering expeditions. Our political tillibusters 
will now disappear. They will escape the gar- 
rotc, but will be reserved for political suffoca- 
tion. 



Mr. Chairman, I spoak my own opInionH. No 
other man is rc8pon8il;)lo for what 1 say. 1 
have g;ivcn some attention to thin subject, and 
have satislied my own mind, that whilo tho ni 
vocatos of liberty shall continue their efforts for 
freedom, their struggles for justice to all men, 
Cuba will not he annexed, i congratulate t\\i 
friends of liberty and of humanit;^ upon tbo 
important position they havo attained. The 
very efforts which our opponents said would so- 
euro tho annexation of Cuba, have, under tho 
circumstances to which I havo referred, pre- 
vented tho perpetration of that outrage. It is 
tho bold, unflinching agitation and maintonunce 
of truth, by political, moral, and religious ef- 
forts, that has saved us from that degradation, 
Had we, sir, united with tho other political 
arties at tho late election ; had we then dis- 
anded, there would have been danger of the 
annexation of Cuba, even at tho price of war 
and bloodshed. But wo have attamed the po- 
sition which enables us by our efforts to com- 
mand the respect of our opponents ; and more 
especially has our conrse commanded the re- 
spect of ourselves — of good men — of the lovers 
of liberty in this country and in Europe, and, 
as I humbly trust, the approval of God nimself, 
Slavery can only flourish, it cah only exist, in 
the quiet repose of peace. It cannot contiure 
amid the storm of war or the rage of moral 
elements. All history shows us that slavery 
cannot exist amidst the agitation of truth. Jus- 
tice is the great moral antagonism of oppres- 
sion. They cannot exist together. I indulge 
the hope that slavery has reached its limits; 
that it cannot pass beyond its present bound- 
aries, if we remain true to our purpose and our 
principles. Its proud waves are already stayed. 
Cuba must remain attached to the crown of 
Spain. Yet I would say to British and toj, 
French statesmen, that if they wish to obtain 
it for the purpose of establishing liberty there, 
of giving freedom to its down-trodden people, 
let them satisfy Spain and take the island. 
shall submit, for the very obvious reason that, 
while we hold our own slave population in sub- 
jection, we cannot enter into a war with either 
of those Powers in order to maintain that in- 
stitution in Cuba. We, sir, would rather sec 
Cuba free, under British or French rule, than 
see our fellow-men oppressed, degraded, and 
ruthlessly murdered, under either Spanish or 
American authority. But if it remains subject 
to Spanish laws, its final redemption is not so j 
far distant as we have been accustomed to 
think. The employment of Chinese laborers in 
that island has proved far more profitable than 
that of slaves. Indeed, it is said the expense of 
carrying on their plantations by the labor of 
these free people from China, is less than half 
that of slave labor. At this time there are said 
to be six thousand Chinamen on their passa|:c 
to Cuba, for the purpose of engaging in the 
cultivation of the soil. The laws of Cuba are 



also moro favorable to omanoipation than thoeo 
of our blave Statos. Thoso circumBtanocH, under 
tho puidanoo of Providence, amid the hghts 
and mtolligenoe of tho prcsont ago, are slowly 
but surely working out tho redemption of Cuba, 
even under Spanish rulo. Yet its annexation 
to this Union would, in my opinion, hasten tho 
overthrow of slavery, both thero and in our 
slave States. . 



Tho world in moving in favor of liberty. Re- 
demption to tho African race upon this conti- 
nent must soon come. I trust it will come in 
peace ; but I will add, in tho language of our 
departed ooa^^jutor, John Quinoy Adams, "Lot 
it come : if it must como in blood) yet, I say 

LET IT COME.'' 
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